Management of neuropathic pain in children with cancer.
Many children with cancer suffer from neuropathic pain. However, there are no published pediatric randomized controlled trials (RCTs), nor agreed upon pediatric treatment recommendations. Pediatric neuropathic pain in patients with malignancies is often underassessed and undertreated with ineffective therapies. This article describes main themes in the literature and commonly used treatment strategies. A combination of integrative, rehabilitative, and supportive therapies with pharmacotherapy, including first line medications such as NSAIDs, opioids, low-dose tricyclics, and gabapentinoids, appear to be successful treatment strategies. There is a dearth of evidence regarding the management of neuropathic pain in children with cancer; studies, especially RCTs, are desperately needed.